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TREATY OF COMMERCE BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE 
REPUBLIC OF BOLIVIA 1 

Signed at La Paz, August 1, 1911; ratifications exchanged, July 5, 1912 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of 
India, and His Excellency the President of the Republic of Bolivia, being 
desirous to extend and facilitate the relations already existing between 
the two countries, have determined to conclude a treaty with this ob- 
ject, and have appointed as their plenipotentiaries, that is to say: 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of 
India: Cecil William Gustaf Gosling, Esquire, His Majesty's Envoy 
Extraordinary, Minister Plenipotentiary, and Consul General to the 
Republic of Bolivia; 

His Excellency the President of the Republic of Bolivia: Doctor 
Claudio Pinilla, Member of the Permanent Tribunal of Arbitration at 
The Hague, Minister for Foreign Affairs; 

Who, after having communicated to each other their respective full 
powers, found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following 
articles: 

Article 1 

There shall be between the dominions and possessions of the two high 
contracting parties reciprocal freedom of commerce. The subjects or 
citizens of each of the two parties shall have liberty freely to come to all 
places in the dominions and possessions of the other to which native 
subjects or citizens generally are or may be permitted to come, and shall 
enjoy respectively the same rights, privileges, liberties, favors, immuni- 
ties and exemptions in matters of commerce as are or may be enjoyed 
by native subjects or citizens generally, without having to pay any tax 
or impost greater than those paid by the same, and they shall be subject 
to the laws and regulations in force. 

Article 2 

No other or higher duties or charges shall be imposed on the importa- 
tion into the dominions and possessions of His Britannic Majesty of any 

1 Great Britain, Treaty Series, 1912, No. 17. 
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article the produce or manufacture of the Republic of Bolivia, from what- 
ever place arriving, and no other or higher duties or charges shall be 
imposed on the importation into Bolivia of any article the produce or 
manufacture of His Britannic Majesty's dominions and possessions, 
from whatever place arriving, than on the like articles produced or 
manufactured in any other foreign country; nor shall any prohibition or 
restriction be maintained or imposed on the importation of any article 
the produce or manufacture of the dominions and possessions of either 
of the high contracting parties into the dominions and possessions of 
the other, from whatever place arriving, which shall not equally extend 
to the importation of the like articles being the produce or manufacture 
of any other foreign country. 

This last provision is not applicable to the sanitary and other pro- 
hibitions occasioned by the necessity of securing the safety of persons 
or of cattle or of plants useful to agriculture. 

Article 3 

No other or higher duties or charges shall be imposed in the dominions 
and possessions of either of the high contracting parties on the exporta- 
tion of any article to the dominions and possessions of the other, than 
such as are or may be payable on the exportation of the like article to 
any other foreign country ; nor shall any prohibition be imposed 
on the exportation of any article from the dominions and possessions 
of either of the two high contracting parties to the dominions and pos- 
sessions of the other, which shall not equally extend to the exportation 
of the like article to any other foreign country. 

Article 4 

The subjects or citizens of each of the high contracting parties shall 
enjoy, in the dominions and possessions of the other, perfect equality 
of treatment with the native subjects or citizens or subjects or citizens 
of the most favored nation in all that relates to exemption from transit 
duties, warehousing, bounties, facilities, and drawbacks. 

Article S 

The high contracting parties agree that, in all matters relating to 
commerce and industry, any privilege, favor, or immunity whatever 
which either high contracting party has actually granted or may here- 



30 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

after grant to any other foreign state shall be extended immediately 
and unconditionally to the subjects or citizens of the other contracting 
party; it being their intention that the commerce and industry of each 
country shall be placed, in all respects, by the other on the footing of the 
most favored nation. 

Article 6 

It shall be free to each of the high contracting parties to appoint 
consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls, and consular agents to reside in 
the towns and ports of the dominions and possessions of the other. Such 
consuls-general, consuls, vice-consuls, and consular agents, however, 
shall not enter upon their functions until after they shall have been ap- 
proved and admitted in the usual form by the government to which they 
are sent. They shall enjoy all the faculties, privileges, exemptions, and 
immunities of every kind which are or shall be granted to consuls of 
the most favored nation. 

Article 7 

The subjects or citizens of each of the high contracting parties who 
shall conform to the laws of the country — 

1. Shall have full liberty, with their families, to enter, travel, or reside 
in any part of the dominions and possessions of the other high con- 
tracting party. 

2. They shall be permitted to hire or possess the houses, manufactories, 
warehouses, shops, and premises which may be necessary for them. 

3. They may carry on their commerce either in person or by any 
agents whom they may think fit to employ. 

4. They shall not be subject in respect of their persons or property, or 
in respect of passports, or in respect of their commerce or industry, to 
any taxes, whether general or local, or to imposts or obligations of any 
kind whatever other or greater than those which are or may be imposed 
upon native subjects or citizens, or subjects or citizens of the most 
favored nation. 

Article 8 

British subjects in Bolivia and Bolivian citizens in the United King- 
dom will be exempted from all service, both in the army and navy and 
in the national guard or militia, as well as from the obligation to accept 
judicial, administrative or political duties and positions. 

Exception to the preceding rule is made in the case of municipal 
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functions, which they may discharge without loss of nationality (re- 
taining therefore, in their entirety, the qualities and condition of for- 
eigners), and of those which according to law may be imposed in regard 
to juries. 

Article 9 

The subjects and citizens of the high contracting parties will also be 
exempt from all extraordinary war contributions, from forced loans, 
and from all military requisitions or services whatsoever. 

In all other cases their property whether personal or real, cannot be 
subjected to any other charges or impost than those which are or may 
be required of natives or of the subjects or citizens of the most favored 
nation. 

Article 10 

The high contracting parties agree that during the period of existence 
of this treaty they mutually abstain from diplomatic intervention in 
cases of claims or complaints on the part of private individuals affecting 
civil or criminal matters in respect of which legal remedies are provided. 

They reserve however the right to exercise such intervention in any 
case in which there may be evidence of delay in legal or judicial pro- 
ceedings, denial of justice, failure to give effect to a sentence obtained 
in his favor by one of their nationals or violation of the principles of 
international law. 

Article 11 

The subjects or citizens of each of the high contracting parties in the 
dominions and possessions of the other shall be at full liberty to exer- 
cise civil rights, and therefore to acquire, possess, and dispose of every 
description of property, movable and immovable. They may acquire 
and transmit the same to others whether by purchase, sale, donation, 
exchange, marriage, testament, succession ab intestato, and in any other 
manner, under the same conditions as national subjects or citizens. 
Their heirs may succeed to and take possession of it, either in person or 
by procurators, in the same legal forms and in the same manner as sub- 
jects or citizens of the country. 

In none of these respects shall they pay upon the value of such prop- 
erty any other or higher impost, duty, or charge than is or shall be 
payable by subjects or citizens of the country. In every case the sub- 
jects or citizens of the high contracting parties shall be permitted to 
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export their property, or the proceeds thereof if sold, freely and without 
being subjected on such exportation to pay any duty different from that 
to which subjects or citizens of the country are or shall be liable under 
similar circumstances. 

Article 12 

The dwellings, manufactories, warehouses, and shops of the subjects 
or citizens of each of the high contracting parties in the dominions and 
possessions of the other, and all premises appertaining thereto destined 
for purposes of residence or commerce shall be respected. 

It shall not be allowable to make a search of, or a domiciliary visit to, 
such dwellings and premises, or to examine or inspect books, papers, or 
accounts, except under the conditions and with the forms prescribed 
by the laws for subjects or citizens of the country, or of the most favored 
nation. 

The subjects or citizens of each of the high contracting parties in the 
dominions and possessions of the other shall have free access to the 
courts of justice for the prosecution and defence of their rights, without 
other conditions, restrictions, or taxes beyond those imposed on native 
subjects or citizens; they shall enjoy the same treatment as native 
subjects or citizens in all that concerns deposits, sureties, and fees in 
legal cases and shall, in the same manner as native subjects or citizens, 
be at liberty to employ, in all causes, their advocates, attorneys, or 
agents from among the persons admitted to the exercise of those pro- 
fessions according to the laws of the country. 

Article 13 

The subjects or citizens of each of the high contracting parties shall 
have in the dominions and possessions of the other the same rights as 
native subjects or citizens in regard to patents for invention, trade- 
marks, and designs, upon fulfillment of the formalities prescribed by 
law. 

Article 14 

The stipulations contained in this treaty shall not apply to cases in 
which the Government of the Republic of Bolivia may accord special 
favors, exemptions, and privileges to the citizens or products of con- 
terminous states in the matters of commerce. 

Such favors cannot be claimed on behalf of Great Britain on the ground 
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of most-favored-nation rights, as long as they are not conceded to any 
other nonconterminous state. 

Article 15 

The stipulations of the present treaty shall not be applicable to any 
of His Britannic Majesty's colonies or possessions beyond the seas 
unless notice to that effect shall have been given, on behalf of any such 
colony or possession, by His Britannic Majesty's representative in the 
Republic of Bolivia to the Bolivian Minister for Foreign Affairs, within 
one year from the date of the exchange of the ratifications of the present 
treaty. 

Nevertheless, subject to the provisions of Article 14, the goods pro- 
duced or manufactured in any of His Britannic Majesty's colonies, pos- 
sessions, and protectorates shall enjoy in Bolivia complete and uncondi- 
tional most-favored-nation treatment so long as such colony, possession, 
or protectorate shall accord to goods the produce or manufacture of 
Bolivia treatment as favorable as it gives to the produce or manufacture 
of any other foreign country. 

Article 16 

The present treaty shall come into effect ten days after the day upon 
which the ratifications are exchanged, and shall remain in force for ten 
years after such exchange. In case neither of the high contracting par- 
ties shall have given notice to the other twelve months before the ex- 
piration of the said period of ten years of the intention to terminate the 
present treaty, it shall remain in force until the expiration of one year 
from the day on which either of the high contracting parties shall have 
given such notice. 

His Britannic Majesty's Government shall also have the right to 
terminate separately the present treaty at any time on giving twelve 
months' notice to that effect, on behalf of any British colony, possession, 
or dependency, as specified in Article 15, which may have acceded 
thereto. 

It is understood that the provisions of the present and of the preceding 
articles, referring to British colonies, possessions or protectorates apply 
also to the Island of Cyprus. 
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Article 17 

The present treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall be ex- 
changed at London, within the period of one year from the date of 
signature. 

Done in duplicate, in English and Spanish, this first day of August 
in the year one thousand nine hundred and eleven. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
present treaty and have affixed thereto their seals. 

(L. S.) Cecil Gosling. 
(L. S.) Claudio Pinilla. 



CONVENTIONS ADOPTED BY THE FOURTH CENTRAL AMERICAN CON- 
FERENCE. MANAGUA, JANUARY 1—11, 1912 X 

Convention regarding the annual reports to the next Central American 

Conferences 

The Governments of the Republics of El Salvador, Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, Guatemala and Honduras, through their respective dele- 
gates to the Fourth Central American Conference, which met in Man- 
agua on the first day of January of the present year, to wit: 

For Salvador, Dr. Cayetano Ochoa; for Costa Rica, Dr. Manuel 
Echeverria y Aguilar; for Nicaragua, Dr. Maximo H. Lepeda; for 
Guatemala, Licenciate Manuel Garcia Giron; for Honduras, Licenciate 
Saturnino Medal, 

Desiring that the conferences to be held in the future shall be ac- 
curately informed in regard to the matters considered in previous con- 
ferences, as well as of the condition of each case, so as to have a better 
understanding of the same, have agreed to conclude a convention to this 
«nd, under the following stipulations: 

1st. The governments of the five republics agree to submit, through 
their delegates, to the Central American Conferences to be held in the 
future, a detailed report containing the following matters: 

(a) The decrees issued by the executive in regard to the treaties con- 
cluded by the annual conferences. 

1 Boletin del Ministerio de Relaciones of the Republic of Salvador, Vol. IV, No. IV, 
pp. 245-249. 



